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APPROACH. 

So it is the season of red. Chocolate candies. Overpriced, cliche 
Hallmark cards.  This week we celebrate Valentine’s Day. 

It is interesting that Jesus, gives His us the command to love one 
another.  Think about it.  If love were easy.  If it were natural.  If it 
was our default, He wouldn’t have to command us to do it.  He 
wouldn’t have to model it either.  He might just say, “good work!” 
“carry on as you already are doing!” 

But it does not come naturally.  It is NOT our default.  Our default is 
“ME FIRST.”  Even in a “loving” relationship, we can be completely 
self-centered, seeking only what WE WANT, only being concerned 
for OUR NEEDS being met.  

Christ HAS to command us to love.  And He HAS to show us how 
to do it.  REAL LOVE.  SELFLESS LOVE.  ENDURING LOVE.  
GODLY LOVE.  A love that pours out, that gives up one’s own 
preferences.  A love that lays down one’s own life.  A love that 
flows from the very heart of God.  A love that bleeds upon a 
wooden cross.  Jesus Has to show us this love. 

And He does. 

I LOVE your heart! 
Bryan 
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CONTEXT.

	             Endnote  1

 
REDEMPTIVE HISTORY.
The gospels give the account for Jesus’ life, death and 
resurrection.  They inform us as to what Jesus said and did and 
how people responded to Him.  

Literature: John is a gospel.

Author: John, the apostle, son of Zebedee, brother to 
James. Called a “son of thunder.” 

Audience: New Christians and searching non-Christians. 

Date: c. A.D. 85-90

Setting: Written after the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 
70 and before John’s exile to Patmos. 

Key Themes: Jesus Christ, Son of God; eternal life; belief; The 
Holy Spirit; the resurrection.

Key Verse: John 20.30-31 
30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the 
disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these 
are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in 
his name.
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TEXT: JOHN 15
I Am the True Vine 
15 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every 
branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every 
branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 
3 Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to 
you. 4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by 
itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide 
in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in 
me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me 
you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown 
away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, 
thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my 
words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for 
you. 8 By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and 
so prove to be my disciples. 9 As the Father has loved me, so 
have I loved you. Abide in my love. 10 If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my 
Father's commandments and abide in his love. 11 These things I 
have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy 
may be full. 

12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have 
loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay 
down his life for his friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I 
command you. 15 No longer do I call you servants,[a] for the 
servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called 
you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made 
known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and 
appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit 
should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he 
may give it to you. 17 These things I command you, so that you 
will love one another.  

The Hatred of the World 
18 “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it 
hated you. 19 If you were of the world, the world would love you 
as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you  
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out of the world, therefore the world hates you. 20 Remember the 
word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If 
they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept my 
word, they will also keep yours. 21 But all these things they will do 
to you on account of my name, because they do not know him 
who sent me. 22 If I had not come and spoken to them, they 
would not have been guilty of sin,[b] but now they have no excuse 
for their sin. 23 Whoever hates me hates my Father also. 24 If I 
had not done among them the works that no one else did, they 
would not be guilty of sin, but now they have seen and hated both 
me and my Father. 25 But the word that is written in their Law 
must be fulfilled: ‘They hated me without a cause.’ 

26 “But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the 
Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will 
bear witness about me. 27 And you also will bear witness, 
because you have been with me from the beginning. 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THE BIG IDEA:

LOVE is only possible because of God’s love for us 
given through His Son Jesus. 



COMMON GROUND 02.13.2019 | SACRED HEART: Part 1                                                �                               6

THIS IS MY COMMANDMENT

As I have loved you. 
• We have to be commanded to love: 

• Our default, sinful nature is not to love others, 
it is to love self. 

John 15.12 
12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another 
as I have loved you. 

• We are commanded to love over and over 
again in Scripture. 

John 13.34 
A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 
another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one 
another.  

Leviticus 19.18 
18 You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against 
the sons of your own people, but you shall love your 
neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord. 

Romans 13.8 
Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the 
one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 
 
Ephesians 4.2-3 
2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing 
with one another in love, 3 eager to maintain the unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of peace. 

1 John 3.18  
Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed 
and in truth. 

• We have to be shown how to love. 
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• Godly, sacrificial love is not our default either. 
John 15.12-13 
12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another 
as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, 
that someone lay down his life for his friends. 

• We have to be taught what love is and what it 
is not. 

1 Corinthians 13.4-13 
4 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it 
is not arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own way; 
it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice at 
wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears all 
things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all 
things. 8 Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will 
pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for 
knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know in part and 
we prophesy in part, 10 but when the perfect comes, the 
partial will pass away. 11 When I was a child, I spoke like 
a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When 
I became a man, I gave up childish ways. 12 For now we 
see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in 
part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully 
known. 13 So now faith, hope, and love abide, these 
three; but the greatest of these is love. 

HEAD. HEART. HANDS.


As disciples, FOLLOWING JESUS—means adopting His 
definition of love (contrary to the world’s).  It is also adopting 
the selfless, sacrificial ways that Jesus expressed love to us.  
We have to be very intentional about this thinking.  It goes 
against our own wiring and cultural values.  It is often difficult, 
even uncomfortable and inconvenient.


Following Jesus, means loving like Jesus.
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YOU ARE MY FRIENDS.

Jesus calls us to an abiding relationship with 
Him. 
• He makes the distinction that we are friends, not 

servants. 
• This is a picture of a loving relationship 

between God and us.  It is a relationship of 
sharing and trust. 

John 15.14-15 
14 You are my friends if you do what I command you. 
15 No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does 
not know what his master is doing; but I have called you 
friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have 
made known to you. 
 
1 Corinthians 2.16  
“For who has understood the mind of the Lord so as to 
instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ. 
 
1 Corinthians 13.9  
For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 

HEAD. HEART. HANDS.  
As disciples, BEING TRANSFORMED BY JESUS means that 
we are no longer ignorant and estranged from God.  He has 
chosen and called us to be His friends.  He has given us His 
Word from The Father, to teach us what love really is.   

This Word that Christ makes known to us transforms our hearts 
and enables us to love (as He calls us to love). 
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YOU SHOULD BEAR FRUIT.

I chose you. 
• Jesus reviews and repeats what is important for 

His disciples—for all of us—to remember: 
• He chose us to be His friends. 
• He appointed us to bear fruit. 
• He welcomes us to abide in Him. 
• He grants us our requests in His name. 

John 15.16-17 
16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and 
appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that 
your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the 
Father in my name, he may give it to you. 17 These things 
I command you, so that you will love one another. 

 
HEAD. HEART. HANDS. 
As disciples, BEING ON MISSION WITH JESUS means (not 
only living in His love but) sharing His love with others.  It is 
impossible to put on fruit without love.  The vine of God’s 
Kingdom and all of its branches only grows through God’s love 
for us and through us for others. 

INVENTORY: How are you showing (or not showing) love to 
others? At home? At school? At church?  Pray about where  
you need to grow and how you need to love more like Jesus. 

THIS IS THE GOSPEL!  That God so loved us, He gave Himself 
for us that we may know, love and share Him with others! 

WE ARE HERE! Need help sorting it out?  Grab a GBYouth 
leader!  We are always available to talk, pray or just listen.  
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