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APPROACH. 
You understand this growing up.  

You need help, growing up. 

You need a parent.  A grandparent.  You need a teacher.  A tutor.  
You need a pastor and youth leader.  You need a coach and a 
trainer.  You need a guidance counselor and academic advisor.  
You need people who are a little further down the road to show 
you the way.  You need the folks who wear the ‘been there, done 
that” t-shirts to show you how to… well… be there and do that. 

Sound familiar? 

The truth of the matter is you are never fully “grown up.”  You are 
not designed to stand on your own.  To be beyond assistance.  
You are not designed to operate in your own strength and wisdom.  
You are a creature designed to be (always) dependent upon his or 
her Creator. 

God calls you to a bigger picture.  A bigger commission.  A bigger 
work.  He calls you to great (and sometimes) impossible things—
things that are beyond your strength, wisdom and (even) your own 
understanding.  He calls you to works that can only be 
accomplished by Him, His Holy Spirit.  And He gives us that Holy 
Spirit to be all that we need to be on mission with Him. 

I LOVE your HEART! 
Bryan 
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CONTEXT.

	             Endnote  1

 
REDEMPTIVE HISTORY.
The gospels give the account for Jesus’ life, death and 
resurrection.  They inform us as to what Jesus said and did and 
how people responded to Him.  

Literature: John is a gospel.

Author: John, the apostle, son of Zebedee, brother to 
James. Called a “son of thunder.” 

Audience: New Christians and searching non-Christians. 

Date: c. A.D. 85-90

Setting: Written after the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 
70 and before John’s exile to Patmos. 

Key Themes: Jesus Christ, Son of God; eternal life; belief; The 
Holy Spirit; the resurrection.

Key Verse: John 20.30-31 
30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the 
disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these 
are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in 
his name.
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TEXT: JOHN 16
1 “I have said all these things to you to keep you from falling away. 
2 They will put you out of the synagogues. Indeed, the hour is 
coming when whoever kills you will think he is offering service to 
God. 3 And they will do these things because they have not known 
the Father, nor me. 4 But I have said these things to you, that 
when their hour comes you may remember that I told them to you. 

The Work of the Holy Spirit 
“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I 
was with you. 5 But now I am going to him who sent me, and 
none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ 6 But because I 
have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. 
7 Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go 
away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if 
I go, I will send him to you. 8 And when he comes, he will convict 
the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment: 
9 concerning sin, because they do not believe in me; 
10 concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you 
will see me no longer; 11 concerning judgment, because the ruler 
of this world is judged. 

12 “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear 
them now. 13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you 
into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but 
whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the 
things that are to come. 14 He will glorify me, for he will take what 
is mine and declare it to you. 15 All that the Father has is mine; 
therefore I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 

Your Sorrow Will Turn into Joy 
16 “A little while, and you will see me no longer; and again a little 
while, and you will see me.” 17 So some of his disciples said to 
one another, “What is this that he says to us, ‘A little while, and you 
will not see me, and again a little while, and you will see me’; and, 
‘because I am going to the Father’?” 18 So they were saying, 
“What does he mean by ‘a little while’? We do not know what he is 
talking about.” 19 Jesus knew that they wanted to ask him, so he 
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said to them, “Is this what you are asking yourselves, what I meant 
by saying, ‘A little while and you will not see me, and again a little 
while and you will see me’? 20 Truly, truly, I say to you, you will 
weep and lament, but the world will rejoice. You will be sorrowful, 
but your sorrow will turn into joy. 21 When a woman is giving birth, 
she has sorrow because her hour has come, but when she has 
delivered the baby, she no longer remembers the anguish, for joy 
that a human being has been born into the world. 22 So also you 
have sorrow now, but I will see you again, and your hearts will 
rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you. 23 In that day you 
will ask nothing of me. Truly, truly, I say to you, whatever you ask of 
the Father in my name, he will give it to you. 24 Until now you have 
asked nothing in my name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy 
may be full. 

I Have Overcome the World 
25 “I have said these things to you in figures of speech. The hour is 
coming when I will no longer speak to you in figures of speech but 
will tell you plainly about the Father. 26 In that day you will ask in 
my name, and I do not say to you that I will ask the Father on your 
behalf; 27 for the Father himself loves you, because you have 
loved me and have believed that I came from God.[a] 28 I came 
from the Father and have come into the world, and now I am 
leaving the world and going to the Father.” 
29 His disciples said, “Ah, now you are speaking plainly and not 
using figurative speech! 30 Now we know that you know all things 
and do not need anyone to question you; this is why we believe 
that you came from God.” 31 Jesus answered them, “Do you now 
believe? 32 Behold, the hour is coming, indeed it has come, when 
you will be scattered, each to his own home, and will leave me 
alone. Yet I am not alone, for the Father is with me. 33 I have said 
these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world 
you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the 
world.” 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THE BIG IDEA:
A Spirit-empowered work requires a Spirit-
dependent life. 
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THEY HAVE NOT KNOWN.

I have said these things to you. 
• Jesus gives his final instructions to the disciples.  

• He is instructing them to continue without  
Him —to continue on the other side of the 
cross. 

John 16.1, 4  
1 “I have said all these things to you to keep you from 
falling away. 
 
4 But I have said these things to you, that when their hour 
comes you may remember that I told them to you. 

• He paints a picture of deep deception. 
John 16.2 
2 They will put you out of the synagogues. Indeed, the 
hour is coming when whoever kills you will think he is 
offering service to God. 

Acts 8:1 
And Saul approved of his execution.  And there arose on 
that day a great persecution against the church in 
Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the 
regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. 

• We are deceived when we reject  
The Truth (God).  

John 16.3 
3 And they will do these things because they have not 
known the Father, nor me. 

• Knowing The Father is a continual theme in 
John’s gospel—to know Jesus is to know God. 
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John 8:19; John 8:55; John 15:21; John 17:25 
19 They said to him therefore, “Where is your Father?” 
Jesus answered, “You know neither me nor my Father. If 
you knew me, you would know my Father also.” 

55 But you have not known him. I know him. If I were to 
say that I do not know him, I would be a liar like you, but I 
do know him and I keep his word. 

21 But all these things they will do to you on account of 
my name, because they do not know him who sent me. 

25 O righteous Father, even though the world does not 
know you, I know you, and these know that you have sent 
me. 

HEAD. HEART. HANDS.


We talked In our last ASK ANYTHING session about labels 
and categories.  We talked about how they can be vague, 
even misleading.  A person can toggle the identifier 
“Christian” in their social media profile, and NOT know Jesus 
(or The Father).  


As disciples, FOLLOWING JESUS—means knowing Jesus 
and knowing The Father.  Knowing means relating—it speaks 
of a close, abiding, intimate relationship.  It speaks of a 
relationship where you seek understanding and closeness—
an ongoing day-to-day connection.


DO YOU HAVE THIS?  Or are you just grabbing a label?  
Have you taken ownership of your relationship with God?  
Can you say that you KNOW HIM?  Can He say that He 
KNOWS YOU? 

Need help figuring it out? Grab a GBYouth LEAD team 
member to talk or pray!
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IT IS TO YOUR ADVANTAGE.

Sorrow has filled your heart. 
• The disciples can only focus on themselves, how 

Jesus’ departure will affect them. 
• Jesus calls us to a bigger mission—a bigger 

picture.   
John 16.5+ 
5 But now I am going to him who sent me, and none of 
you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ 6 But because I 
have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. 
7 Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage 
that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not 
come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you. 8 And 
when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin 
and righteousness and judgment: 9 concerning sin, 
because they do not believe in me; 10 concerning 
righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will 
see me no longer; 11 concerning judgment, because the 
ruler of this world is judged. 

 

HEAD. HEART. HANDS.  
 
The Holy Spirit convicts us of our sin.  THIS IS (ACTUALLY) 
GREAT NEWS!  Imagine being lost and not even realizing you 
are headed to a perilous end.  Imagine being sick and not even 
realizing that you are dying.  We must realize our need for 
rescue before we can be restored.  As disciples, BEING 
TRANSFORMED BY JESUS means that we have encountered 
His Holy Spirit and as a result have hearts that are growing in 
His righteousness.  The Holy Spirit convicts us of sin.  But His 
work doesn’t stop there!  He gives to us the wisdom and 
strength to resist temptation and walk in the purity of our Lord.  
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HE WILL DECLARE TO YOU.

When the Spirit of truth comes. 
• Jesus does not leave us uninformed, nor does He 

leave us ill-equipped.  
• He provides everything we need to be on 

mission with Him. 
John 16.13 
13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into 
all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but 
whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to 
you the things that are to come. 14 He will glorify me, for 
he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 15 All that 
the Father has is mine; therefore I said that he will take 
what is mine and declare it to you. 

• The Holy Spirit: 
• comes - in Christ’s absence. 
• speaks - whatever He hears. 
• declares - what is to come. 
• guides - us into truth. 
• glorifies - Jesus. 
• dwells - with and within us. 

John 14:15–17  
“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I 
will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to 
be with you forever, even the Spirit of truth, whom the 
world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor 
knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will 
be in you. 

• God’s Holy Spirit dwells with / within us! 
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HEAD. HEART. HANDS. 
As disciples, BEING ON MISSION WITH JESUS means doing 
Spirit-empowered work with a Spirit-dependent life. 

What do I mean by that? So glad you asked.  There are two key 
errors that we can make as Christians:  

The first error is to do religious-type-things, thinking we are 
doing real, Spirit-powered work.  Think about it. You can love 
people (who are just like you) without the help of the Holy Spirit. 
You can show up to church once a week without the help of the 
Holy Spirit. You can be charitable—even go on a mission trip—
without the aid of the Holy Spirit.  You can put a few dollars in 
the offering plate without God.   

Scary huh? 

The second thing is to attempt to do real Spirit-powered work 
without calling upon the help of the Holy Spirit.  By this I mean 
doing God’s work in our own wisdom, capacity and strength.  If 
you think about it, this is actually a form of SELF-righteousness
—it’s a silly, works-based religion.  

The mission that God calls us to is bigger than us.  It is greater 
than our own strength. Further than our own grasp. It includes 
things that are impossible even.  It is loving those who hate us.  
It is being available (for charity) when it’s not convenient.  It is 
spending time with God day-to-day.  It is giving when there is 
nothing left to give.  

If the Holy Spirit seems distant, it may be that you are living in 
one of these errors.  Spend time in prayer.  Seek it out.  
Confess as He prompts you to confess.  Repent, turn and 
DEPEND upon Him! 
____________________________ 

WE ARE HERE! Need help sorting it out?  Grab a GBYouth 
LEAD team member!  We are always available to talk, pray or 
just listen.  Whatever you need, we are here!
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